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The alfalfa seed industry has recently implemented two complementary programs that together 
enable mutual coexistence between conventional and Roundup Ready alfalfa (RRA) seed 
producers.  The 2010 Alfalfa Seed Stewardship Program (ASSP-2010) is an identity preserved 
process-based certificate offered by state seed certification agencies.  It was cooperatively 
developed by the seed industry and Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies (AOSCA) 
and designed to serve GE-trait sensitive conventional seed producers (e.g., export).  The Best 
Management Practices for RRA Seed Production (2008 BMP) was adopted by the National 
Alfalfa & Forage Alliance.  The BMP are required coexistence protocols that apply only to RRA 
seed-producing companies (i.e., no new requirements are imposed upon external conventional 
seed producers). These market-driven, science-based programs were developed with the 
involvement of alfalfa industry stakeholders over a 5-year period (2005 to 2010) using all 
available market and gene flow data.  An array of stakeholders were involved that represented 
diverse segments of the alfalfa seed and hay industries:  scientists, seed certifiers, breeders, 
exporters, marketers, producers, growers and organic.  These new programs are independent 
from and more stringent than AOSCA or OECD Seed Certification Programs. Forage Genetics 
and Pioneer Hi-Bred International—the only companies producing RRA seed—have  
collectively reported to inspectors that the overwhelming majority of their conventional seed lots 
were produced without any detection of the RRA trait (>800 lots tested with <0.00% RRA in 
2008-2009) and that AP was managed to very low levels (less than 0.5%).  
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