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Companies involved with breeding alfalfa were queried as to their perspective on health 
and future prospects of the alfalfa and forage industry.  Solicitations for contributions 
were sent to the seven firms known to be engaged in alfalfa variety development research 
some of which are also involved with one or more clover species (Cal/West Seeds, 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Forage Genetics International, Dairyland Seed Company, 
Target Seeds, Great Plains Research, and Legacy Seeds).  Results from those queries 
indicated the following key issues: 1) Commercial seed production of alfalfa and clover 
is extremely challenging due to record high commodity and alternative crop prices 
combined with the higher risk associated with forage seed production and multi-year 
production contracts for perennial species.  2) Consolidation is impacting the forage seed 
industry at several levels.  There are significantly fewer national breeding companies, 
forage seed producers, and brands being sold.  3) Common seed from Canada and South 
Dakota is increasingly sold in the US market as varietal seed eroding the margins for 
legitimate proprietary alfalfa varieties.  4) Industry succession is a growing concern as 
there are fewer plant breeders and agronomists being trained in universities to succeed an 
aging technical work-force and as expert forage seed growers retire or sell their land for 
development the seed production acres are not being replaced.  5) Alfalfa research, and 
forage research as a whole, in the public sector continues to decrease at an unacceptably 
rapid pace underscoring the lack of understanding and appreciation of the contribution 
alfalfa and other forages make to sustainable agricultural production systems.  6) 
Maintaining alfalfa as a competitive crop and as a significant contributor to the dairy 
ration is a growing concern in the face of improving corn silage and sorghum hybrids and 
by-product feeds.   
 
Despite these trends, opportunities exist in the alfalfa seed market.  Significant research 
continues in the development of alfalfa with improved tolerance to abiotic and biotic 
stress and with improved efficiency of protein and fiber utilization.  In order to compete 
favorably with other crops both for seed production and forage production acres, 
qualitative improvements in these traits are needed to support the value proposition that 
we offer to growers.  The National Alfalfa and Forage Alliance (NAFA) is actively 
involved in promoting alfalfa and other forages with stakeholders representing forage 
producers, seed producers, genetic suppliers, seed marketing companies, allied industries, 
and the public sector..  NAFA serves as an advocate to public policy makers, and also 
serves as an industry vehicle to increase the value of alfalfa for all stakeholders.  Through 
NAFA efforts are underway to develop co-existence strategies for conventional, GMO, 
and organic alfalfa seed production that center on best management practices for isolation 
distances and crop rotations.   


