
NAAIC Business Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, July 31, 2002

Sacramento, CA

1.  Call to order
Meeting was called to order by Joe Bouton, President NAAIC at 11:00 a.m.
2.  Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by Joe Bouton and approved as circulated.
3.  Approval of Minutes.
The minutes were approved as published in the previous proceedings.
4.  President’s Report
Joe thanked the members of the executive committee, the local arrangements chair and his
committee, and the web master Paul St. Amand for all there efforts to make this meeting a
success.
5.  Treasurer’s Report

•John Caddel became the Treasurer in 2000.  Funds were transferred from Gary Bauchan on
6 Sept. 2000.

•Financial report: Balance in the NAAIC general account as of 26 July 2002 is $20,488.22.
$10,000 is in a CD @4.9%; the remainder in a checking account.

•R. R. Hill Memorial Fund: $12,100.46 (6-30-02) earning 3% in a money market account.
Expenses of $612.41 were incurred for plaque and cash award presented at July 2002
meeting at Sacramento, CA.

6.  Executive Secretary's Report
•Gary Bauchan reported that there were a total membership of 642 members, 388 U.S., 67
Canada, 6 Mexico, and 181 Non-North American

•There were 117 in attendance at the conference, 14 from outside North America.
•Memorials to those who have passed away since the last meeting- Laddie Elling, Minnesota;
William Kendall USDA-ARS Penn State; and Bill Melton, New Mexico and Carl Lowe,
Cornell University.

•Related Conferences: Third International Molecular Breeding of Forage and Turf: Dallas
Texas, May 18-22, 2003. Web site: www.noble.org/mbft2003/index.html  1st Australian
Medicago truncatula Workshop Perth, Western Australia Nov.  10-13, 2002.

•Web site: Please visit our web site: www.NAAIC.org for up-to-date information about our
organization.

7. Regional Committee Reports
A.  Eastern Forage Improvement Conference: Gary Bauchan, Permanent Secretary EFIC.
reported that in 2001, the 14th Eastern Forage Improvement Conference (EFIC) was a joint
conference with the Central Alfalfa Improvement Conference at Purdue University.  This
conference was cancelled due to lack of registration and volunteered papers. It is the opinion
of the executive committee of the Eastern Forage Improvement Conference that we will not
organize a meeting in 2003.  We will encourage the members of the EFIC to participate in the
“Virtual Conference” which is being organized by Dan Undersander, Chair of the Central
Alfalfa Improvement Conference during the summer of 2003.

B.  Central Alfalfa Improvement Conference: Dan Undersander, Chairman of the CAIC
reported that the 2001 CAIC was cancelled due to poor pre-registrations which cost a loss of



$2,000 which the NAAIC paid.  Due to so many demands on the membership it was decided
that the CAIC would not physically meet in 2003 but rather Dan Undersander and committee
would design a virtual conference on the internet.

C.  Western Alfalfa Improvement Conference: Mark Smith, Chair WAIC reported that the
WAIC met as a joint Western Society of Crop Science/Western Alfalfa Improvement
Conference in Tucson, AZ in August 2001.  The membership present voted to replace odd
year WAIC summer meetings with yearly alfalfa/forage commodity group meetings around
the Western States with the first being the Dec. 2002 California Alfalfa Symposium in Reno.
WAIC has decided not to publish the results to variety trials rather they are being posted on
the NAAIC web site with links to the site where the trials were conducted.

8.  Committee Reports

A.  Industry Liaison Committee: Mike Velde reported that the university forage yield
cooperators need to standardize the publication of data in a standard format. John Caddel will
continue to publish the CAIC variety trial results.  The cost per copy of the CAIC data
publication is $30/book. Concerns were addressed regarding the inefficiencies of the PVP
office with regard to alfalfa submissions.  The committee met with the PVP commissioner in
December 2001 at the ASTA meeting in Chicago.  The committee meet with Mark Hemeling
from the Plant Variety Protection Office who brought the committee up to date on changes
within the PVP office and applications.  Much discussion was exchanged and concerns
expressed.  The PVP office will communicate to the committee on what the requirements are
for alfalfa entries and a timetable for applicant review. Beginning in January 2003, Sam
Stratton will begin a 2-year term as a voting member of the Alfalfa Variety Review Board and
Mike Velde will begin serving a 2-year term as a non-voting alternate. Mark Smith is the new
chairman for the next two-year term.

B.  Committee on Available Breeding Lines: Charlie Brummer reported that the germplasm
releases registered in Crop Science since the 2000 meeting are presented in Table 1 of their
report.  This information will be input into GRIN, as well as information on registered
cultivars.  JoAnn is in charge of handling alfalfa germplasm registrations with Crop Science
and she indicated that none has been submitted for some time. Stephanie and JoAnn will
attempt to sort through the large collection of germplasm at Minnesota to determine what
should be deposited in the GRIN system.The committee again urges breeders and geneticists
to deposit mutant stocks in the GRIN system.  The committee had a long discussion regarding
germplasm enhancement.

C.  Biotechnology Committee: Deborah Samac indicated the committee prepared a summary
of the worldwide use of biotechnology in alfalfa improvement.  The summary will be
contained in their report.  Several members of her committee did not report thus she is looking
to change the membership of this committee.

D.  Committee on Standardization: Austin Campbell presented the membership the
Silverleaf Whitefly standardized test which was approved by the full membership and will be
distributed. The Blue Alfalfa Aphid biotype protocol is still under development as is a
protocol for Summer Black Stem Resistance  There is some interest in a hybrid alfalfa



protocol and one will be developed by Paul Sun at Dairyland Seeds.  A Brown Root Rot
Resistance protocol was submitted for review by F.A. Gray et al.

E.  Bylaws Committee: Lanny Rhodes presented as a motion the bylaws changes which were
mailed to the membership 5 months prior to the meeting and posted on the NAAIC web site.
All changes in the bylaws were approved by unanimous vote of the membership.

F.  Regulatory Affairs Committee: Mark McCaslin reported that the committee held a
general discussion and review of potential issues related to pollen flow with transgenic traits
in alfalfa.  The role of the committee in recommending isolation distances required for various
levels of adventitious presence was also discussed.  After a brief review of recent experiments
on alfalfa pollen flow with leafcutter bees, design parameters for an upcoming honeybee
pollen flow experiment were discussed.  Several pollen flow experiments have been
conducted in the last three years.  The committee recommended that pollen flow data from all
recent experiments be available on the NAAIC website, with an explanation that the results
were preliminary.  The committee further recommended that the site be updated regularly with
new data, and a web-based discussion forum be added.

G.  Alfalfa Crop Germplasm Committee: Charlie Brummer reporting for Larry Teuber
summarized the activities of the committee.  Charlie Brummer is the new chair of the
committee and Don Viands is the new secretary.  Larry Teuber will continue on the executive
committee as the past chair to maintain continuity of the committee.  Subcommittees for the
areas of Standard checks, exploration, GRIN, evaluation, and enhancement were developed to
provide advice in these various area for future meetings.

H.  National Alfalfa Variety Review Board: Ian Ray reported that The NA&MLVRB met
January 3-4, 2002 in Las Vegas, Nevada.  The Board’s first action was to pass a motion to
eliminate the “germplasm source constitution section” from the variety application form.  The
Board then reviewed applications for 41 new alfalfa cultivars and one red clover cultivar.
There were 4 amendments for name changes and 4 amendments for pest ratings.  Most new
varieties and amendments were approved and forwarded to AOSCA.  Paul St. Amand is now
the representative to the NA&MLVRB from the NAAIC.

I.  Finance Committee: Dave Miller reported that the NAAIC greatly appreciate contributions
of the 9 Sustaining members of the NAAIC. These include:  Dairyland Seed, Pioneer Hi-bred
International, WL, Forage Genetics International, Cal/West Seeds, ABI Alfalfa, FFR
Cooperative, Great Plains Research, CelPril.  Member names are publicized on the back of
our awards program.  Each sustaining member provided $300. There were 6 graduate student
travel grants awarded at $300 each.  The awardees are: Baldomero Alarcon-Zuniga (Iowa
State University), Joseph Robins (Iowa State University), Jennifer Ariss (Ohio State
University), Pieriuigi Barone (University of Perugia, Italy), Heather Shearer (University of
Guelph, Canada), and Jeremy Friedburg (University of Guelph, Canada).

J. Locations Committee: Dan Undersander reported that the next NAAIC (2004) will be held
in Quebec, Canada. Real Michaud is the chair of the local arrangements committee. This
conference will be jointly held with the Trifolium Conference.  In 2006, the conference will



be held in St.  Paul, Minnesota. Craig Sheaffer, JoAnn Lamb, and Debby Samac will host the
conference that will be again be a joint meeting with the Trifolium Conference.

K. Nominations Committee: Mike Peterson presented a motion to accept the following slate
fo nominees for the 39th NAAIC President: Sam Stratton, FFR Cooperative; Vice
President: Craig Sheaffer, University of Minnesota; Secretary: Jonathan Reich, Cal/West
Seeds; Treasurer: John Caddel, Oklahoma State University.  The motion was passed.

L. Resolutions Committee : Joann Lamb read the following resolution: The membership
expresses its sincere appreciation to President Joe Bouton, Executive Secretary Gary Bauchan,
Program Chair and Vice President Sam Stratton, Treasurer John Caddel, Local Arrangements
Chair Dan Putnam, the Local Arrangements Committee of Larry Teuber, Shannon Mueller,
Mick Cannevari, Marit Arana, Paul Verdegaal, Christina Flanigan, Mel Coelho, Pete
Rominger, and Bill Bunn, Secretary Craig Sheaffer, Past President Mike Peterson, local
logistical support from Dean Bedard-Haughn, Gary Peterson, Alex Lubinski, Jenny Campos,
and Panna Putnam, all committee chair persons, all presenters and discussion participants, for
an exceptionally informative and productive 38th North American Alfalfa Improvement
Conference.Our thanks to: Sunday Tour Participants:  Mick Cannevari, Marit Arana, and Paul
Verdegaal of the UC Cooperative Extension Service; Tony Piazza of Victoria Island Farms;
Mario and Ann Silva of Bachetti and Siva Dairy, Tracy, CA; Mike Robinson of Robinson
Feed, Tracy, CA; Rick Staas and Mel Coelho of the San Joaquin Valley Hay growers; and
Cliff Omhart of the Lodi Wine Center. Tuesday Tour Participants: Gene Miayo, Kent Brittan,
Rachael Long and Shannon Mueller of the UC Cooperative Extension Service; Hans and
Martha Hilleby of Alfalfa Cubes and Export; Herb Pollack, alfalfa seed grower, Yolo, CA;
and Stacey Sorokowsky of the R.H. Phillips Winery.Thanks to Tom Ellis, President of the
California Alfalfa and Forage Association for their donation of the Wildlife Booklet and
Poster.

9. New Business: none

10. Adjourn. President Joe Bouton passed the gavel to incoming President Sam Stratton who
adjourned the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned to the awards luncheon.  The awardees of
the the NAAIC Honorary membership were Jim Moutray, ABI Alfalfa, Ames, IA and Garry
Lacefield, University of Kentucky, Princeston, KY.  The recipient fo the  R.R. Hill Jr.  Award
was Dennis Rowe, USAD-ARS, Mississippi State, MS.

Minutes submitted by Craig Sheaffer, Secretary, NAAIC


