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Committee members in 2002 were Mike Peterson, WL Research; Landon Rhodes, Ohio State
University; David Miller, Pioneer Hybrid International, and Sherie Fitspatrick, Forage Genetics
International; Craig Sheaffer, University of Minnesota (Chairperson).

The committee solicited nominations from the North American Alfalfa Improvement Conference
Membership for the Honorary Membership and Richard R. Hill Awards.  We received two
nominations for Honorary Membership and one for the Hill Award.

The "Honorary Membership Award" is awarded to one recipient at each biennial meeting for
"outstanding contributions to alfalfa improvement and/or utilization.  This award recognizes
alfalfa specialists, who are active or retired, and who have made major contributions during their
careers to the improvement and use of alfalfa".

NAAIC Honorary Membership Award

Dr. Jim B. Moutray

Honorary membership is awarded to Jim Moutray for outstanding contributions to alfalfa
improvement.  During his over 30 year career, Jim has developed or co-developed 150 alfalfa, 6
red clover, and 2 orchardgrass varieties.  Among his many industry leading contributions
include: 'Apollo', the first commercial alfalfa variety with R-level resistance to Phytophthora root
rot; 'Victor', 'Olympic' and 'Atlas', the first commercial varieties with R or higher level of
anthracnose resistance; 'Apollo II', the first commercial U.S. variety with Verticillium wilt
resistance, and 'Amerigraze 401 + Z', the first commercial variety with grazing and wheel traffic
tolerance and with R or HR level Phoma crown rot resistance.  In addition, Jim developed the
first red clover varieties with grazing tolerance.  Jim has served as President of the NAAIC, the
Iowa Forage and Grassland Council, and the American Forage and Grassland Council and has
actively served on committees in all these organizations.

 Garry D. Lacefield

Honorary membership is awarded to Garry Lacefield for outstanding career contributions to the
alfalfa industry through research and education.  He has initiated numerous alfalfa research
projects and countless farm demonstrations to identify yield-limiting factors in alfalfa
production.  He developed and is teaching a graduate course on alfalfa.  He has been a
spokesman on alfalfa at many state, national, and international conferences.  Most significantly,
he initiated and has served as coordinator and instructor for the Alfalfa Intensive Training
Seminar (AITS).  AITS is a training program that provides detailed technical information on
every aspect of alfalfa.  It has been conducted 18 times in several regions and has had over 740
graduates many whom advise and educate others about alfalfa.  He organized the Kentucky
Alfalfa Conference and has served as Chairman for 22 years.  Garry has also actively served on
the Alfalfa Council Advisory Board for over 20 years and has provided leadership in organizing
many programs including Alfalfa Grazing Conferences and Alfalfa Symposiums.



2002 NAAIC Richard R. Hill, Jr. Achievement Award

Dr. Dennis E. Rowe

The Richard R. Hill, Jr. Award recognizes Dr. Dennis E. Rowe for outstanding achievement in
alfalfa science.  He has continued and expanded the tradition of R.R. Hill in developing breeding
theory for alfalfa and using it in alfalfa improvement.  An early benchmark was interpopulation
improvement procedures for alfalfa, followed by research on effective population sizes and
genetic drift.  He coauthored the chapter on breeding and quantitative genetics in the 1988
Alfalfa Monograph.  Early in his career he began studying Sclerotinia crown and stem rot
resistance in alfalfa and has published with several coworkers screening procedures and
pathogenicity of isolates.  Moreover, Sclerotinia resistant alfalfa germplasm has been released
and registered.  In 1999, Dr. Rowe wrote a summary of Dr. Hill's extensive research on breeding
theory.

Left to right: Garry Lacefield, Jim Moutray and Dennis Rowe.


